
          ST PAUL’S 
PARISH NEWS   

 
6th May 2021 

 
Sunday Worship 9th May 2021  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

09.45 Service of Holy Communion at St Paul’s Scotforth Road 
and online  

on our St Paul’s Scotforth YouTube channel around 1pm 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtJUjp8QOUAnLzbhP0rxaJA 

or if your device allows just scan the QR code 
Please book your place for the service in church by 

phoning or emailing the Parish Office on 
Wednesday between 10am and 12 noon – we look 

forward to seeing you in church – we haven’t been fully 
booked yet! 

 

Wednesday at 09.15: Morning Prayer by telephone 
conferencing (please contact Margaret Ives for more 

information – tel: 67346) 
 

Thursday at 21.30: Compline by telephone conferencing 
(please contact Tony Walker for more information – tel: 

382397) 
 

Readings for next Sunday:   
Acts 1: 15-17. 21-end and Ezekiel 36: 24-28 or 1 John 5: 9-13; 

John 17: 6-19 
 

 
Worshipping God, Growing in Faith, Serving the community 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtJUjp8QOUAnLzbhP0rxaJA


A message from Reverend Rebecca:  
India is facing a devastating second wave of Covid-19, which is 
spreading through the country at an alarming rate. The country’s 
health care system is on the verge of collapse, with only those able 
to afford care getting help. All over India there are reports of severe 
shortages of beds, oxygen and ICU facilities. The situation is dire. 
Our news and social media are full of images of crematoriums 
blazing nonstop and people unable to access medical care.   
 
This is very personal for the Aechtner Jeremiah family as we hear 
stories of family friends dying from Covid and struggling to breathe 
for lack of oxygen. We are checking our phones constantly for 
updates and news, looking and praying for signs of hope.  As 
Christians we must always look for hope and find ways to share our 
hope in Christ Jesus. There are many ways we can help. First and 
foremost, we can pray for India; I have included two prayers in this 
Parish News which have helped focus our thoughts over the last few 
days. And, secondly, we can be generous and give financially.   
 
For anyone looking to support the Covid relief effort in India, please 
think of donating to one of two Christian medical charities, which 
we support, both provide excellent care for anyone regardless of 
religion or caste. The first is the Christian Medical College in Vellore, 
South India. CMC is a teaching hospital with rural clinics offering 
medical care to the most vulnerable and isolated. Anderson served 
as a hospital chaplain there for 4 years and I also did my hospital 
chaplaincy internship amongst the amazing chaplaincy team. The 
second charity is the Christian Medical Association of India, which 
brings together more than 123 mission hospitals throughout the 
country, with a strong presence in northern India, especially in the 
remote areas.   
 
https://givecmc.org/covid-
19/?fbclid=IwAR1AIYJm3185Osi6VUdQbxcdurjfEqBQEXmRJwu86g
cm4kFpo9Ds2cw17Og  
 

https://givecmc.org/covid-19/?fbclid=IwAR1AIYJm3185Osi6VUdQbxcdurjfEqBQEXmRJwu86gcm4kFpo9Ds2cw17Og
https://givecmc.org/covid-19/?fbclid=IwAR1AIYJm3185Osi6VUdQbxcdurjfEqBQEXmRJwu86gcm4kFpo9Ds2cw17Og
https://givecmc.org/covid-19/?fbclid=IwAR1AIYJm3185Osi6VUdQbxcdurjfEqBQEXmRJwu86gcm4kFpo9Ds2cw17Og


 
https://www.cmai.org/covid19.html  
 
However, we appreciate that many of you may not have access to 
internet banking and the ability to send a BACs donation.  If you 
would like to make a contribution then please send your donation 
into the Parish Office in an enveloped clearly marked ‘India Appeal’ 
and we will ensure that your donation is sent off. Any cheques 
should be made payable to St Paul’s Church PCC. 
 
Here are two prayers for India:  
Dear Lord,  
We bring India before you, where the 
coronavirus has not only ravaged 
innocent lives, but also highlighted the 
deep social inequalities.  
Those who can afford to breath and those who cannot.  
Those who are able to access health care or medicine and those who 
cannot.  
Those who are in remote areas far from any support.  
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,  
and lift up all who are brought low;  
that we may rejoice in your comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
Sovereign God, your breath that we share, whether in India or here, 
unites us. The suffering inflicted on us by COVID-19 also brings us 
together. We pray for our siblings in India who are overcome by 
waves of grief, uncertainty and fear. We pray that they may again 
breathe in your life, peace and presence in this unnerving season.  
 
Merciful God, we lament with your people in India left without time 
and space to bury their dead and grieve their losses. We join them 

https://www.cmai.org/covid19.html


in hope and confidence that they – in this, their valley of the shadow 
of death – will find your presence closer and clearer.  
 
Divine Healer, heal our numbness and bring us together that we 
your people on different continents receive and mediate your grace 
through our words, deeds and largess.  
 
Spirit of God, you join us in seasons of joy, dancing life and in the 
seasons of grief, challenging death. You join us in moments when 
our wounds, emotional and physical, are too deep for words, 
groaning with us. We join you and our siblings in India that we 
together with them recognize and proclaim the new life, abundance 
and peace you have willed for us all.  Amen.  
 

by James Taneti,  director of the Syngman Rhee Global Mission Center for Christian Education at Union 

Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia.  

 
FOR OUR PRAYERS 

 
Our mission Partners: Stephen and Marit Impey managing 
Wycliffe Bible Translators Ethiopian work, the work of Global 
Link and MIND (Lancashire). 
From our Parish prayer diary:  Lentworth Drive, Yealand 
Drive 
From our Church prayer diary:  Christian Aid 
Those who have asked for prayers for healing: Alan, Kath 
and family, Mary Wilson, Eunice Parkinson, Marion Corkill, 
Katherine McHale, John Fidler, Mabel Ellis 
All who mourn: David John Watson, Isabella Wyeth. Those who 
have died due to the coronavirus. 
 
Collect for 9th May 2021: 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 



so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
Readings for 9th May 2021: 
1 John 5.1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ* has been born of 
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory 
that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the 
world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit 
is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  
 

John 15.9-17 
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete.  
12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15I do not call you servants* any longer, because the servant* 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And 
I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one another.  
Shared from the Lectionary app. Material subject to copyright. Please visit the About this App page for further information. 
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Christian Aid Week: 10th - 16th May: 
 
Rose’s story 
Rose, who lives in 
Kenya, is caught in 
a cycle of climate 
chaos. From 
severe drought to 
flooding, extreme 
weather robs her of what she needs to survive: a reliable 
source of water. 
When she was a child, Rose remembers how often the rains 
would fall, giving fruit to the baobab trees and providing 
plenty of nutritious food to eat. 
‘When I was a young girl, there was plenty of food,’ Rose says. 
Now, the rains are totally unreliable. The climate crisis has 
galvanised extreme weather and Rose’s community are feeling 
the brunt of it. For months at a time, Rose and her family lives 
with drought. 
 
“Because of climate change, I worry a lot about food. I pray to 
God that the rainfall will become normal like it used to be.” 
 
Rose strives to provide for her grandchildren who live with 
her. She does all she can to give them happy childhoods, like 
the times she remembers when there was plenty of food. But 
the climate crisis is driving her to the brink. 
In times of drought, Rose sets out on a long and dangerous 
journey every morning to collect water for her family. She 
walks on an empty stomach. 
‘Because I am old, I can’t walk very fast. When I get home I just 
rest in the evening. I have no energy to do anything else,’ Rose 
says. 



Even when the rains do come, relief for Rose is often short 
lived. There is a nearby earth dam just minutes away from 
Rose’s home. It should be a lifeline. But it’s not wide enough or 
deep enough for everyone’s needs. It runs out of water too 
quickly. 
Imagine how dispirited Rose must feel watching the rain fall 
for days, only to find the dam empty just a short while later. 
What’s more, the rains are much heavier than they should be, 
putting Rose’s community at risk of flooding. 
Rose is over 60 years old and simply won’t have the strength 
to fetch water from further afield for much longer. We need to 
fight this climate crisis together. 
 
With a reliable source of water, people like Rose would be free 
from long, painful journeys. They would be able to grow fresh 
vegetables to eat. And they would be able to protect 
themselves from the dangers of coronavirus. With such dire 
need, every last drop of water that falls in Rose’s community is 
precious. 
 
This Christian Aid Week, will you stand with people like Rose 
for every last drop and help them fight the climate crisis? Your 
gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the 
rains do come, they will have the water they need to live. A 
reliable source of water will help families withstand long 
drought or relentless rainstorms. 
Every envelope can change lives. 
 
This year we are only delivering envelopes. The envelopes 
have details of how to give online or ask that they be returned 
to the Parish Hall. Over 40 from our congregation are 
delivering envelopes to homes all over our parish - thank you 
to all. 



Ascension Day by Reverend Rebecca: 
This year we will celebrate Ascension Day (May 13th), when 
the resurrected Christ went up into heaven, with a 
communion service in church at 10:30am. Everyone is 
welcome to join us in church and there is no need to pre-
book, or join us online through our St Paul’s Scotforth 
YouTube channel in the afternoon.  
 
We have ordered some wonderful, easy 
to use Prayer Journals as  part the 
Church of England’s Thy Kingdom Come - 
a global initiative, in which Christians 
are called to pray for the nine days 
between Ascension and Pentecost. We 
are invited to pray for God’s Spirit to 
move within the church, equipping us to share God’s love 
with others and to pay attention to how God is speaking to us 
today.  
 
If you would like a Prayer Journal please ask me or the 
Wardens for a copy; we will also include a PDF version in 
next week’s Parish News email.  
 
Exciting News about St Paul’s, Hala Worship from Rev 

Claire:  

 
I am delighted to tell you that from 
Sunday 23rd May, a short service will 
take place at St Paul's, Hala.   
 

Jayne has worked incredibly hard with me to ensure we can 



gather safely under the current Covid restrictions. Thank you 
so much Jayne!  
 
While together, we will need to wear face coverings and 
maintain a safe social distance from each other throughout 
our time together. We also cannot join together with sung 
worship just yet.  Taking these precautions to make sure we 
protect others around us is one of the ways in which we 
show love to one another at the moment and so it continues 
to be very important.  
 
Spaces will be limited so you will be invited to reserve a 
space at the service via the church office.  Do keep an eye out 
for that in next week's parish news.  
 
Home Power Generation with Solar Panels by Arton Medd: 
Last month Hugh Kidd’s interesting article told us how much 
energy our bodies, cars and various household items used. A 
small contribution that we may be able make towards 
generating renewable energy is to install solar panels on our 
rooves. You may ask ‘Is it worth it in this area?’  
  

 In April 2015 we had the maximum 
of 4.0Kw (14 panels) installed on 
our west facing roof –south facing is 
more efficient but we don’t have a 
roof facing that way. The total cost 
was just under £6,000 and since 

then we have received £2,275 in payments from ou, which is 
£379 per year. This is a return of approximately 6.3% a year 
which, compared to current 0.1% interest rates on savings 
accounts,  is about 63 times greater.  It was and continues to be 
a worthwhile investment both for the environment and for us. 



Contactless Giving in Church: 

More and more of us are no longer carrying 
or even using cash as we used to and we have 
had to move with the times. 
Here is news of another new initiative 
enabling giving to be made by credit/debit 
card in church.  Our machine will be at the 
back of church so that on your way out, rather than giving a 
cash donation, you could consider giving by car d.  
 
What do you do? 
On the screen there are several donation amount options or 
you can press ‘choose your own donation amount’. Once you 
have pressed the amount you want to give then follow the 
instructions on the screen and present your card to the card 
reader when prompted. All instructions are on the screen 
and there will be someone present who will be able to assist 
you if there are any problems. (Well that’s the theory that we 
know what we are doing with technology!) 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on 18th May 
at 6.30pm in church.  This is the meeting where the 
Churchwardens are elected, PCC meetings are elected to 
vacancies and reports are heard from January to December 
2020.   
 
We do have a number of vacancies on our PCC; 
if you would like to contribute more to the life 
and leadership of St Paul’s then please do have 
a chat to either the Vicar or Wardens. We can’t 
promise the ‘ups and downs of Dibley’ but  you 
would be fulfilling a vital role in our parish.



Parish News Sponsors: 
As recently announced we are going to featuring a page of 
adverts from our sponsors for the first and second weeks of 
each month.  Our grateful thanks go to each of them in 
helping us to reduce the cost of producing the weekly news.  



VICAR:  Rev Rebecca Aechtner - Tel: 
749693  
Email: vicar@stpauls-scotforth.org  
Rest day – Friday: Please try not to call 
except in an emergency. 
PIONEER MINISTER:  Rev Claire Cooke   
Email: Claire@stpauls-scotforth.org  
Work days are Tuesday, Thursday and 
Sunday 
WARDENS:  Mrs Jayne Weatherill – Tel: 
60597; email: sjayneweatherill@gmail.com 
and Mr Tony Walker – Tel: 382397; email: 
walkerar@hotmail.co.uk  
PARISH OFFICE: the office is remaining 
closed at this time, however the telephone 
and email will be monitored and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible.    Tel: 
01524 843135        
Email:  office@stpauls-scotforth.org 
BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS: Booking 
enquiries - please contact the parish office 
or  
Email: lifeevents@stpauls-scotforth.org 
CHURCH WEBSITE:  https://stpauls-
scotforth.org 
FACEBOOK: regular updates about life at 
St Paul’s can be found: 
@scotforthstpaulschurch 

Submissions for the Parish News: 
The deadline each week is Tuesday at noon but we can 
always add contributions to the following week’s Parish 
News. We look forward to receiving your contributions and 
supporting each other in the Body of Christ during this time.  
Please email the parish office, leave a message on the answer 
machine for a telephone submission or post/leave an article 
for the Parish Office in the Parish Hall letterbox. 
 
 
 
If you would like to 
financially support the 
mission and ministry of St 
Paul’s Church then please 
visit our online giving page 
by clicking on the DONATE 
button on our website –  
https://stpauls-scotforth.org   
– thank you. 
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